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CHRISMAS DURING THE TIME OF PANDEMIC
The pastor in Manresa, Spain, Father Javier Leoz, wrote the following
words on November 8, 2020. When Pope Francis read those words, he
called the pastor to congratulate him.
Will there be Christmas? Of course! More silent and with more depth.
More like unto the first one, when
Jesus was born in solitude. Without
many lights on earth but with the
star of Bethlehem, in all its
immensity, shining on paths of life.
Without colossal royal processions
but with the humility of feeling as
if we are shepherds, young and old,
seeking the Truth. Without big
tables but yes, with bitter absences
and with the presence of a God who will fill everything.
Will there be Christmas? Of course! Without streets overflowing with
people but with our hearts burning for the One who is about to arrive.
Without noise or festivals, complaints or stampedes … but living the
Mystery without fear of the “COVID-Herod” that tries to rob us even of
the dream of waiting. There will be Christmas because GOD is on our side
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and He shares, as Christ did in a manger, our poverty, trials, tears, anguish
and orphanhood.
There will be Christmas because we need a divine light in the midst of
such darkness. COVID-19 will never be able to reach the heart or soul of
those who put their hope and their high ideal in heaven.
THERE WILL BE CHRISTMAS! WE WILL SING CHRISTMAS CAROLS!
GOD WILL BE BORN AND WILL BRING US FREEDOM!

WHEN YOU TURN THE MIRACULOUS
MEDAL OVER ...
"…they (the poor) scarcely have the expression or the mind of rational
persons, so crude and vulgar they are. But turn the medal, and you will
see by the light of faith that the Son of God, who willed to be poor,
...scarcely had a human face in his passion, and passed for a madman in
the mind of the Gentiles …(Yet) he describes himself as the evangelizer
of the poor: He sent me to bring good news to the poor!" St. Vincent,
Conference, "The Spirit of Faith"
This year of 2020 has already distinguished itself as impoverished,
compelling all to see the Face of God in this pandemic. Feeling powerless,
not new for the poor, is the shared experience of all.
Yet this November 27th, is also the 190th Anniversary of the gift of the
Miraculous Medal to the world. It is the gift of "anti-powerlessness. For
all who wear it, it is divine power.
The front of the medal already proclaims the omnipotent power of Mary
who daily opens her arms to intimately embrace us. BUT TURN THE
MEDAL OVER, and the power of all of Salvation is made present.
Surrounded by the 12 stars of the apostles, the perpetual gift of
Redemption, is symbolized in the Cross, that rests on the "M", the symbol
of Mary and her motherhood. It is the union of the cross with the letter
M that prods us to think of Mary's role at Jesus Crucifixion.
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Her role, as in the Gospel of John, is related to us in Jesus words to
her. "Woman, Behold your son." And His words to the Beloved, "Behold
your mother." With these words, Christ created the new Community of
Faith, the Church.
This is another "conception" of God. A new Incarnation of "eternal
giving of life in love," was conceived again in and through Mary but with
the "Beloved." And it is this creation that is born of the Holy Spirit at
Pentecost. Thus every account of Pentecost has Mary present!
Beneath this Cross on Mary are the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary.
It is these two hearts that, in separate manifestations, showed us the
never-ending divine love and care for us. In the most profound way, this
medal asks us to tell the world of the divine hearts of love for each and
every person, especially the miserable and dejected.
The celebration of the gift of the Miraculous Medal on November 27 is
not only a celebration of help given to us by Mary. It is so much more a
call to evangelization.
The twelve stars of the Apostles, the
Church and especially us, we who wear
the medal, are always gathered around
the Christ and Mary. And importantly,
they are symbolized not as human
figures but as symbols of eternal love
for us and others – two sacred hearts.
These hearts are Love in action. Both hearts are on fire with love for
us through their suffering and redemption. Love is only love when it is in
action. Thus the medal calls us to tell others of this divine love in action
for each one of us, especially the lost, the abandoned, the homeless, the
impoverished, the naked, the sick, and all who suffer the fake signs of
gloom and evil.
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ON November 27, celebrate your call to evangelizes others to the Love
of God for you, especially the poor. Bring them the Good News of Jesus
and Mary's Love for them, by Turning the Miraculous Medal Over.
Fr. Carl Pieber, CM
Subdirecctor General

LIFE OF THE ASSOTIATION
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD
NEWS FROM THE VATICAN
In its service to be a guide to all those who are members of the Church,
Pope Francis publishes various documents that nourish our faith. We
mention here two recent documents:
The Encyclical Letter “Fratelli Tutti” (All are brothers and sisters …
an expression used by Saint Francis Assisi)
This third encyclical was signed on October 3, 2020 at the tomb of St.
Francis (on the eve of his feast). The Pope addresses issues of fraternity
and social friendship, a theme that has always concerned Pope Francis. In
his introductory words, the Holy Father reveals the urgency of the
universal dimension of fraternal love. This encyclical is composed of an
introduction and eight chapters.
In this document, the Pope strengthens our hope and commitment with
regard to a culture of dialogue and encounter and thus exhorts us to build
bridges of fraternity and social friendship.
Apostolic Letter “Patris Corde” (With a father’s heart)
On December 8th, 2020, the Pope published this document on the
occasion of the 150th anniversary of the proclamation of Saint Joseph as
the patron of the Universal Church. The Pope speaks to us about Saint
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Joseph as a loving father, as a tender and kind father, an obedient,
creative, courageous father, a worker who was often in the shadows.
Those reflections of the Pope are an invitation to find in Saint Joseph
an intercessor, a support and a guide during these times that we are living.
We should take the time to read, to reflect and to commit ourselves to
the content of this document.

POPE FRANCIS BLESSES THE IMAGE OF OUR LADY OF THE
MIRACULOUS MEDAL
At the approach of the 190th anniversary of the apparition of the
Blessed Mother to Saint Catherine Laboure, Pope Francis blessed an image
of our Lady of the Miraculous Medal (November 11th). From December 1st,
2020 to November 22, 2021, this image will be on pilgrimage throughout
Italy and will be received by the various
groups of the Vincentian Family. This is a
beautiful gesture especially in the midst
of so much suffering and uncertainty that
has been caused by the worldwide
pandemic.
Father Tomaẑ Mavriĉ, CM, Superior
General and Director General of the
Association of the Miraculous Medal and a
small group of people, participated in this
blessing. The objective of this pilgrimage
is to ask God to continue to animate and
accompany us during this difficult time
and, therefore, to request that Our Lady
of the Miraculous Medal intercede on our behalf.
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NOVENA OF OUR LADY OF THE MIRACULOUS MEDAL (VARIOUS
COUNTRIES IN LATIN AMERICA)
Throughout 2020, the majority of the celebrations and the
opportunities to share our faith were done in a virtual manner. Thus, there
arose the idea to develop a novena that would involve the participation of
several countries. This concern was first expressed by the Vincentian
Family in Panama. In September, they had celebrated a nationwide novena
in a virtual manner and the thought occurred to them: can we keep this
enthusiasm alive and share this with other countries by means of the
various social networks.
Panama began these days of
the novena with much joy which
was expressed in their songs,
photos, etc. The second day,
Ecuador took charge and shared
reflections on the historical
situation of the 19th century
when the Blessed Mother
appeared to St. Catherine. On
the third day, Juan Manuel
Manes reflected on the life of
Saint
Catherine
and
was
accompanied
(with
much
enthusiasm) by young men and
women from Argentina, and even though they had been involved in a fire
during the morning, they were ready to participate in the evening. The
torch was then passed to Guatemala where several groups participated
and witnessed to the various graces that they had received from Our Lady
of Miraculous Medal.
On the fifth day Paraguay opened our ears to the sounds of the Guarani
language with their reflections on the theme of the second apparition. On
the sixth day, the Latino community of Philadelphia filled us with joy as
they sang hymns from the Caribbean and reflected on the symbols of the
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Miraculous Medal. The seventh day, under the direction of Uruguay, took
place at the National Shrine in Montevideo. The eighth day of the novena
was directed by the groups in El Salvador who enriched the participants
with reflections on the message of the medal and its significance during
this time of pandemic. All made a commitment to continue to spread
devotion to the medal and, on the final day, that same commitment was
echoed by Father Benjamin Romo, CM (national advisor of the Association
in Mexico) who reflected on the significance of the Miraculous Medal in
the Vincentian Family. On September 27, Father Andrés Motto, CM from
CIF shared some reflections on the Blessed Mother and St. Vincent de
Paul … reflections that will be remembered by the members of the
Association and the Vincentian Family.

WHAT HAS HAPPENED IN THE ASSOCIATION DURING THESE
MONTHS OF CONFINEMENT?
With much enthusiasm and commitment, the members of the
Association have continued their activities, mindful, at the same time, of
the need to abide by governmental guidelines in the different countries.
Formation sessions, as well as eucharistic celebrations, have taken place
on the various digital platforms. People have maintained telephone
communication with infirm members (or members who have had some
family member afflicted by COVID-19). There were virtual gatherings
during which members prayed the rosary, prayed the novena and met
together as a group. Even national assemblies were conducted via
different digital platforms.
We are hopeful and we pray that little by little we will once again be
able to be physically near one another and do all the different things that
need to be done.
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Fr. Carl shares a photo of the initiation of the group in Fiji

From her bed, an infirm woman
follows the celebration of the
Eucharist

Pilgrimage of the image of the Virgin
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Beautifully adorned images in
the Church

Taking health precautions during
celebrations

Attenmtive to the needs of the poor
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