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Bulletín Nº 55 

LEARNING FROM MARY  
Rev. Carl L Pieber, c.m. 

The Holy Father, Benedict XVI, once offered a reflection on the smile 

of Mary, who has called the "Teacher of Love." 

He noticed that the tears Mary "shed at 

the foot of the cross have been 

transformed into a smile which nothing can 

wipe away."  

"Christians have always sought the smile 

of Our Lady," Benedict XVI explained, "This 

smile which medieval artists were able to 

represent with such marvelous skill and to 

show to advantage." 

 This Smile of Mary is for all; But It 

is directed quite particularly to those who 

suffer, so that they can find comfort and 

solace therein, "he said." To seek Mary's 

smile is not an act of devotional or 

outmoded sentiment, but rather the proper expression of the living and 

founded human relationship which binds us to her whom Christ gave us as 

our Mother.”  

 
  Editor: Sister Carolina Flores, D.C. 
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The Pope continued: "To wish to contemplate this smile of the Virgin, 

does not mean letting oneself be led by an uncontrolled ecialist 

imagination. Scripture itself discloses it to us through the lips of Mary 

when she sings the Magnificat: 'My soul glorifies the Lord, my spirit 

exults in God my Savior.' 
 
"When the Virgin Mary gives thanks to the Lord, she calls us to witness. 

Mary shares, as if by anticipation, with us, her future children, the joy 

that dwells in her heart, so that it can become ours. Every time we recite 

the Magnificat, we become witnesses of her smile."
"In Lourdes, it was the first response that the beautiful lady gave the young
visionary who wanted to know who she was,” he said." Before introducing 
herself, a few days later, as ‘the Immaculate Conception', Mary taught 
Bernadette for the first time to know her smile, which is the most appropriate 
point of entry into the revelation of her mystery. „

"In the Smile of the most eminent of all 

creatures, looking down on us, is reflected our 

dignity as children of God, that dignity which 

never leaves the sick person," the Pope said. 

"This smile, a true reflection of gods 

tenderness, is the source of an invincible hope." 

Benedict XVI continued: "The endurance of 

suffering can upset life’s most stable 

equilibrium, it can shake the firmest 

foundations of confidence, and sometimes even 

leads people to despair of the meaning and 

value of life. 

"There are struggles that we cannot sustain alone, without the help of 

divine grace. When speech can no longer find the right words, the need 

arises for a loving presence: We seek then the closeness not only of those 

who share the same blood or are linked to us by friendship, but also the 

closeness of those who are intimately bound to us by faith. 
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EXTRAORDINARY MISSION MONTH 

The theme, the logo, the website and the guide for the Extraordinary 

Mission Month were presented during the November 30, 2018 press 

conference that was held at the Vatican. 

We know the primary characteristics of this invitation which Pope 

Francis extended to the whole Church, an invitation to become organized 

and to support the missionary activity of the Church. 

Established officially by 

Pope Francis, this 

celebration commemorates 

the 100th anniversary of the 

publication of Pope Benedict 

XV’s letter, Maximum Illud, 
(November 30, 1919, on the 

Church’s missionary 

activity). The theme of this Extraordinary Mission Months is: Baptized 
and Sent: Christ’s Church on Mission in the World. 

Missionary outreach is paradigmatic for all the church’s activity. In this 

sense, the Episcopal Conferences, parishes, dioceses throughout the 

world, as well as the many different movements (including the Association 

of the Miraculous Medal), ought to place themselves in a permanent 

missionary state. There is no aspect of our activity that does not make 

reference to mission. 

The official website, http://www.october2019.va/en.html, is a page 

created for the promotion of the Extraordinary Mission Month. The 

multimedia content of the page is intended to inspire the prayer and the 

reflection of all Christians … their prayer and reflection on the various 

missions ad gentes. 

This webpage has sections dedicated to particular themes and includes 

significant texts of the church’s social teaching as well as videos on the 

http://www.october2019.va/en.html
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various pontifical missionary works. There is a section entitled witnesses 

which includes the stories of saints, blessed, and martyrs of yesterday 

and today. Another section entitled formation includes texts that are 

intended to deepen our understanding of the church’s missionary activity. 

In the section entitled world, there is a subsection called, voices from 
around the world, that is dedicated to present day missionary activity and 

contains writings from multiple witnesses and from missionaries and 

directors of the various pontifical works throughout the world. 

The Guide is the written text and is intended to help the dioceses in 

the area of missionary formation and missionary encouragement. It is also 

intended to inspire creativity on the part of the local churches and their 

members.  

This logo was created for the 

Extraordinary Mission Month and 

depicts a missionary cross whose 

colors remind us of the five 

continents. The words, baptized 
and sent, that accompany the 

image, highlight the two primary 

characteristics of every Christian: 

baptism and witness.   

Let us take advantage of this opportunity in order to strengthen our 

awareness of being missionary disciples of Jesus Christ. 
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                  LIFE OF THE ASSOCIATION 

THROUGHOUT THE WORLD 
 

 

RWANDA 
Sister Bartriz 

Uwizeyemariay, National 

Advisor, shares with us 

the following news from 

Rwanda. 

In the parish of 

Rwisabi (Burundi), the 

group of the Association 

of the Miraculous Medal 

has increased in numbers. The poor people of that parish speak about the 

generosity and gentleness of the members during the time of their 

service. 

We are also requested to 

pray for a new group of 75 

missionaries that initiated 

their ministry (December 

2018) in the parish of 

Ruhengeri (Diocese of 

Nemba) which is dedicated 

to Our Lady of the 

Miraculous Medal. 

We join with these 

members in their joy at 

witnessing this increase in numbers.  
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MÉXICO  
During the month of January, those responsible for guiding the groups 

and the various regions in the country participated in their annual 

formation session. During that time there was a pilgrimage to the Basilica 

of Our Lady of Guadalupe. 

 

 

THANK YOU 
Many thanks to the National Councils in Spain, Mexico and Peru for 

sending us their informational bulletins. 

Translated: 

Charles T. Plock, CM 

Eastern Province, USA 


